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PRESENT vi a Zoom vi deoconf er ence:

I LLI NO S REDI STRI CTI NG SUBCOW TTEE:

SENATOR ELA E R SIM5, JR, Vice-Chair

SENATOR OVAR AQUI NO, Chair

SENATOR SCOTT M BENNETT, Menber

SENATOR CRI STI NA CASTRO, Menber

SENATOR MATTI E HUNTER, Menber

SENATOR LAURA M MJURPHY, Menber

SENATOR JASON BARI CKMAN, M nority Spokesperson
SENATOR STEVE McCLURE, Menber

SENATOR JASON PLUMVER, Member

SENATOR JI L TRACY

SENATE STAFF:

VR, JOSHUA HORELED
M5. ERI CA TREMBLE

ALSO PRESENT:

MR. BRI AN BURI AN
MR, M KE HOFFNMAN
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VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Good norning. This neeting

of the Senate Redistricting Conmttee is called
to order. W have letter from Republican Leader
McConchi e appoi nting Senator Tracy to
tenporarily replace Leader McConchie on the
Redi stricting Committee for today's hearing.
Clerk will please take the roll.

M5. TREMBLE: Senator Pl unmer?

SENATOR PLUMVER:  Present.

MS. TREMBLE: Senator Tracy?

SENATOR TRACY: Present.

M5. TREMBLE: Senator MC ure?

SENATOR McCLURE: Present.

M5. TREMBLE: Spokesperson Barickman?
Senat or Mur phy?

SENATOR MURPHY: Here.

M5. TREMBLE: Senator Jones? Senator Hunter?

SENATOR HUNTER: Here.

M5. TREMBLE: Senator Cunni nghanf? Senat or
Castro?

SENATOR CASTRO  Here.

M5. TREMBLE: Senator Bennett? Senator Sins?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Present.

M5. TREMBLE: Senat or Aqui nho.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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SENATOR AQUI NO  Present.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: There being a quorum
present, the following entities are seeking
| eave to photograph and vi deot ape the
proceedi ngs, Bl ueRoonttream

Is there | eave? Leave being granted.
Senator Castro for a notion.

SENATOR CASTRO  Thank you, M. Chairman. |
nove that this hearing be transcribed by the
court reporter so that the Commttee can have a
full transcript of this hearing.

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Thank you, Senator Castro.
Senat or Castro noves to allow a court reporter
to transcri be today's hearing. |Is there | eave?
Leave being granted. The court reporter will be
allow to transcri be the hearing.

The 2020 Census, the Redistricting of
II'linois Congressional Districts and the
potential creation of judicial sub-circuits in
counties with popul ati ons over 150,000 people is
t he subject of today's hearing.

Staff has prepared a presentation on
census nunbers in Illinois's current

Congressional districts. This presentation wll

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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be posted on the Redistricting Conmttee's page

on the Illinois General Assenbly's website,
whi ch is wwv. | LGA. gov.

["l'l now turn it over to our able
staff, Erica, for the presentation. Erica,
pl ease proceed.

SENATOR BARICKMAN: M. Chairman, if you
could add nme to the roll. Thank you.

VICE-CHAIR SIMs: derk, please add Senat or
Bari ckman to the roll

M5. TREMBLE: | amgoing to share ny screen

First, to just recap on the statew de
census nunbers, the 2020 popul ati on was
12,812,508 people. And this represents an
18, 124- per son decrease from 2010.

Here you can see the racial
denographics as well for the statew de nunbers.
And as Senator Sins nentioned, this wll be
posted on the | LGA website.

So now turning to census nunbers for
Northern Illinois, this region saw all counties
except for Carroll County had a popul ati on | oss.
And 1'Il leave it up on the screen for a little

bit if you want to take a | ook at it.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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And then | ooking specifically at the

| argest county in the regi on, Wnnebago, we see
t he 2020 popul ati on at 285, 350, which represents
a 3.4 percent decrease.

And | ooking to the 2020 raci al
denogr aphi cs of the county, we see a
14. 4 percent Hi spanic or Latino population and a
13.7 percent black or African-Anerican al one or
i n conmbi nati on popul ation and a 2.8 percent
Asi an al one or in conbination popul ati on.

Then turning to the nunbers for the
II'linois Western region, all counties in this
region had a population loss. And, again, | can
| eave it up on the screen if people want to take
a | ook at the nunbers.

And then | ooking specifically at Rock
| sl and County, the 2020 popul ati on was 144,672,
whi ch represents a 1.9 percent decrease.

And then, again, the 2020 raci al
denogr aphi cs, we see 13.7 percent Hi spanic or
Lati no popul ation, 13.9 percent bl ack or
African-Anerican alone or in conbination,
3.4 percent Asian alone or in conbination.

Looki ng at the census nunbers for the

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

Meeting 10/ 14/2021

Page 7
North Central Region, these counties all have

varyi ng popul ation loss. Again, I'll leave it
on this screen if people want to take a | ook at
t he nunbers.

Looki ng specifically at Peoria County,
t he 2020 popul ation is at 181, 830, which
represents .8 percent decrease.

And | ooking to the 2020 raci al
denogr aphics, we see 5.5 percent Hi spanic or
Lati no popul ation, a 21.3 percent black or
African-Anerican alone or in conbination, and a
5 percent Asian alone or in conbination.

So | ooking at the nunbers for the East
Central Illinois region, we had two counties
t hat had i ncreases, MLean and Chanpai gn
Counties, both had increases in population,
whi |l e the surroundi ng counties had a popul ati on
|l oss. And, again, I'll leave this up if you
want to | ook at the nunbers briefly.

Looki ng specific at McLean County, we
had a 2020 popul ati on of 170, 954, which
represents a .8 percent increase. This saw a
6.2 Hi spanic or Latino popul ation, a

10. 8 percent black or African-Anerican al one or

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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I n conbination, and a 5.6 percent Asian alone or

i n conmbi nati on.

Chanpai gn County, the 2020 popul ation
was 205, 865, which represents a 2.4 percent
I ncrease.

And the 2020 racial denographics for
Chanpai gn County are 8 percent Hi spanic or
Latino popul ation, 16.3 percent black or
African-Anerican al one or in conbination, and
13. 2 percent Asian alone or in conbination.

Looki ng at Tazewel|l County, we have a
2020 popul ation of 131,343, which represents a 3
percent decrease.

And the 2020 racial denographics for
this county are 2.4 Hi spanic or Latino
popul ati on, 2.2 percent black or
African-Anerican alone or in conbination, and
1.2 percent Asian alone or in conbination.

Turning to the Central and Sout hwestern
Regi on, we saw popul ation loss in this region.
And, again, |I'll leave it on your screen if you
want to take a | ook.

Looki ng specifically at Sanganon

County, we saw a 2020 popul ati on of 196, 343,

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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whi ch represents a .6 percent decrease.

The 2020 racial denographics for
Sanganon County are 2.7 percent Hi spanic or
Lati no popul ation, 15.6 percent bl ack or
African-Anerican alone or in conbination, and
2.8 percent Asian alone or in conbination.

Macon County 2020 popul ati on was
103,998. That represents a popul ati on change of
6.1 percent decrease.

And the 2020 racial denographics of
Macon County were 2.6 percent H spanic or
Latino, 21.1 percent black or African-Anmerican
al one or in conbination, and 1.9 percent Asian
al one or in conbination.

So turning to the South Central Region
of the state, with the exception of Effingham
County, all other counties saw a popul ati on
|l oss. Again, |I'll leave it on the screen if you
want to take a | ook.

So | ooki ng at these popul ation | osses
and the gromh that other states have seen
resulted in one | ess Congressional district,
which is you can see kind of towards the bottom

| eft of the screen.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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So | ooki ng at
Congressional District
of 705, 949.

Congr essi onal
popul ati on of 679, 628.

Congr essi onal
popul ati on of 725, 625.

Congr essi onal
popul ati on of 698, 570.

Congr essi onal
popul ati on of 743, 449.

Congr essi onal
popul ati on of 732, 745.

Congr essi onal
popul ati on of 764, 663.

Congr essi onal
popul ati on of 716, 990.

Congr essi onal
popul ati on of 742, 156.

Congr essi onal
popul ati on of 724, 946.

Congr essi onal
popul ati on of 706, 376.

Congr essi onal

Page 10

the individual districts.

1 has a total popul ation
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2 has a total

3 has a total

4 has a total

5 has a total

6 has a total

7 has a total

8 has a total

9 has a total

10 has a total

11 has a total

12 has a total

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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popul ati on of 674, 870.

Congressional District 13 has a total
popul ati on of 695, 583.

Congressional District 14 has a total
popul ati on of 753, 195.

Congressional District 15 has a total
popul ati on of 680, 293.

Congressional District 16 has a total
popul ati on of 692, 552.

Congressional District 17 has a total
popul ati on of 673, 770.

Congressional District 18 has a total
popul ati on of 701, 148.

And as a rem nder, as was nentioned
before the presentation, this will be posted on
the I LGA website. And thank you for your tine.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS: Thank you so nuch, Erica.

Questions from nenbers of the
Commttee? Seeing none. I'mnot -- we are
participating virtually and in person, so I'm
goi ng to need sone assistance for those who are
on the ground in Springfield in Room409. |Is
t here anyone seeking to provide testinony? |

don't have any witness slips right now.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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But is there anyone in person in

Room 409 seeking to testify?

SENATOR McCLURE: M. Chairman, there is no
one i n person.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS: Thank you, Senator MC ure,
| appreciate that.

We have received two pieces of witten
testi nony and suggestions; one from M. |saac
Neal and one from M. Tinothy Howard. Those
witten testinmony wll be provided and accepted
into the record and witten and provided to
menbers of the Commttee for their information.

Seeing that there are no other
guestions, as a remnder, if you want to view
t he 2020 Census nunbers, draw conmunity of
interest or district, please go to our website
at |ILSenateredistricting.com

If you have drawn a nmap using anot her
mappi ng platformand would |li ke to share that
with the Coormittee, please email it to
Redi stricti ngComm ttee@enat edem i | ga. gov.

If you want to submt additiona
testi nony or maps, please enail themto

Redi stricti ngComm ttee@enat edem i | ga. gov.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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Anot her rem nder, the Senate

Redi stricting Commttee has schedul ed the
followi ng future hearings, Friday, October 15th
at 2:00 p.m at Dunn-R chnond Econom c Center,
Conf erence Room 241, Southern IIllinois
Uni versity at Carbondale, 1740 Innovation Drive,
Carbondale. It wll be a virtual hearing.
Participants may testify at the hearing |ocation
or via Zoom
The subject matter will be
Congr essi onal boundaries and potential creation
of sub-circuits in counties with a popul ati on of
nore than 150, 000 peopl e.
WIl the clerk please add Senat or
Bennett to the roll. And | do see Senator
Bennett with his hand raised.
Is there a question, Senator Bennett?
SENATOR BENNETT: No, M. Chairnman, you've
answered ny request. Thank you.
VICE-CHAIR SIMs: Ckay, thank you.
Senator Mcd ure.
SENATOR McCLURE: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
So yesterday there was a bit of

di scussi on about an article that was witten by

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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Geg Hnz, a well-respected reporter from

Crain's.

| think it's inportant just to repeat
for the record what the text is, which is he
reports that "What's known for sure is that
t hr ee- person panel s conpri sed of aides to House
Speaker Wl ch, Senate President Harnon, and
Governor Pritzker have been neeting separately
in recent days with every denocratic nmenber of
the state's Congressional delegation to see what
t hey want out of the decennial reapportionnent.”

And there was a brief discussion with
Chai rman Aqui no about that yesterday. | guess
my question for you, M. Chairman, is has your
side of the aisle |ooked into that, what do we
know about these neetings, are any of these
fol ks going to be testifying in front of our
Committee so we can be nore transparent in this
process? | guess, where are we at on these
secret neetings that are taking place?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator McClure, thank you

for that. | amunaware of any neetings taking
pl ace. | have not seen that article from

M. Hnz, sol can't coment on those neetings

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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or on that story.

VWhat | can conment on is we are -- we
are having this process to hear fromthe public
what their perspective is about the proposed and
t he soon-to-be proposed | egislative maps in the
direction they would Iike to see us go. And |
think you see that fromthe witten testinony
fromone of our w tnesses today; their desires
for what they would |ike to see on their
Congr essi onal maps.

But I'maware of that story or any of
t hose neetings.

SENATOR McCLURE: Are we going to have -- is
anyone going to be | ooking into that,
M. Chairman, and could we possibly get sone
nore informati on about those neetings once you
or Chai rman Aqui no has a chance to |l ook into
this maybe tonorrow at the next hearing?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, |'mnot aware of
t hose neetings and |''mnot aware of any of those
di scussions, so | can't comment on that.

SENATOR McCLURE: Okay. So you don't want to
|l ook into it; you just would like to just stay

where that is?

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Senator, again, |'mjust

saying to you, | don't have -- | do not have any
i nformation for you on that, so | can't provide
that to you.

SENATOR McCLURE: No, | understand that. But
|"'m saying now -- we're going to have anot her
hearing tonmorrow, | think it's 2:00 p. m
tonmorrow. And | didn't know if you or Chairmnman
Agqui no were going to look into this.

| mean, if | was the chai rnman and the
vice-chair of this Conmttee, | would be very
upset that there are folks fromthe governor's
office, fromthe speaker's office, and
potentially in the president's office neeting
wi th people wthout ny know edge or without
updating nme, particularly since, as you know,
M. Chairman, you were trying to coll ect
information, to collect data to see how to draw
these maps and to see what should be included,
what should not be included in certain
districts, | would be very upset. And as a
menber of the Conmttee, |'m upset.

And are we going to get some answers as

to what's been goi ng on here perhaps tonorrow?

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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| s soneone going to ook into that by 2:00 p. m
t onor r ow.
VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Well, | appreciate that,

Senator, and that perspective. But | certainly
don't need to be told howto feel.

Again, | don't have the information for
you and certainly | can't provide information |
don't have.

SENATOR McCLURE: WII we get that
information tonorrow by 2:00 p.m?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, | can't provide
you information | don't have.

SENATOR McCLURE: Okay. Now, it's 12:25 on
my watch, so that neans we've got over 24 hours
before the next hearing at 2:00 p.m |
appreciate, M. Chairman, that you don't have
that information now. You certainly have nore
t han adequate tinme to nake a few phone calls and
get that information.

Are we going -- are you going to -- is
soneone going to do that? |Is this not sonething
that concerns you at all? | don't want to tel
you how to feel at all, certainly. But | think

the public would |like to know, as woul d ot her

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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menbers of this Commttee, sort of what

i nvol venment this Conmttee is going to have in

t he process when there are these secret neetings
happeni ng behi nd cl osed doors that none of us
are privy to and that even the Chair and the
Vice-Chair are not aware of. And are we going
to figure out what these neetings entail and how
much -- you know, how nuch invol venent we're
going to even have in the process when
apparently there's these, | guess, secret
mapmakers neeting behind cl osed doors with fol ks
outside of the -- outside of these Conmttee
heari ngs, which are supposed to be really where
the neat of this is discussed?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Senator, | can't deal in
runor or | can't deal in the stories because,
again, | haven't even seen the story, so | can't
speak to that.

What | can speak to is the process we
have before us. And just as any other piece of
| egislation, we will take that up in due course
t hroughout the | egislative process.

That bill will cone before this

Comm tt ee. It will cone before the Illinois

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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Senate to be taken up, as any other piece of

| egi slation is.
Again, | can't speak to nor can | give
you information | don't have.

SENATOR McCLURE: So the normal |egislative
process involves the bill's sponsor, even for
subject-matter-only hearings com ng before us
and answering questi ons.

The chai rman, Chairman Agui no,

yesterday said he is not going to be the sponsor

of this legislation. | assune it's going to be
the president. | think that's typically -- and
correct me if I"'mwong, M. Chairman -- what
happens.

Are we going to have the sponsor of the
bill perhaps cone before the Commttee tonorrow
or sonetinme soon so that our constituents, your
constituents, all of our constituents who want
to testify and get answers to their questions
can get answers fromthe person who is actually
going to be presenting this bill on the floor of
t he Senate?

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Again, | would inmagine that

at the appropriate tinme the sponsor woul d cone,

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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talk to -- talk about the contents of the bill

But, again, as you nentioned, this is a
bill in the regular course of the |egislative
process. And as we nove through that process,
we will follow the regular |egislative rules
t hat have been outlined for these processes.

Again, as you nentioned, in terns of a
subj ect-matter hearing, it is not unconmon for
us to have subject-matter hearings and to gain
information so that we can dig deeper into the
specifics of a piece of legislation, which is
what we are doing. And that's why this process
Is not just centered in the Capitol under the

done, but we've noved it around throughout the

state. W' ve had neetings in central Illinois.
We had neeting in southern Illinois. W had
neetings in northern Illinois, around the state

so we can hear the perspective of constituents
fromaround the state. And that's what we w |
conti nue to do.

We have anot her hearing schedul ed, so |
woul d ask and suggest and inplore, not just ny
friends on the other side of the aisle, but

anyone who is interested in having a say in this

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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process to use our mapneking portal to do that.

| woul d encourage everyone do to that because
that's what this process is for.

SENATOR McCLURE: And, M. Chairnman, | would
i nplore you to take your own advice and submt
your map, particularly since you don't know who
Is going to be drawi ng the map, you don't know
who is going to sponsor this bill, you don't
know whet her these nysterious map people are
checking the website or not. So | think it's
i nportant, M. Chairman, for you to get your map
out there so that these nysterious people can
have the information that you needed provide
themto draw a map as wel | .

So, you know, | would encourage you to
do that since all of us apparently are in the
sane nystery right now, wapped inside a riddle
as to who is in charge here, because none of us
apparently know.

And so, M. Chairnman, please submit
that map as soon as possible to help us figure
out where you stand on these issues because |
think all of us are very curious considering you

are the majority party, you are very inportant

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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on this Coommttee, you are the vice-chair.

And | think all of us need to be aware
of what your thoughts are on these maps. And |
woul d be -- with enough tine for all of us to
review them | think we've had anywhere from 90
days was what one person suggested to yesterday
45 to two weeks.

But as you know, M. Vice-Chair, you
are very powerful and you are in the super
majority on this on the Senate floor and in this
Capitol in both houses. So where your team
wants to take us is going to be very inportant.

So | would be happy to offer
suggestions and critiques, et cetera. But we
need to be able to see the map and the public
needs to be able to see the map to do that.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Go, finish your thoughts.
SENATOR McCLURE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Now, another point, too, was discussed
a bit yesterday was that the governor is
apparently involved in these
behi nd-t he-scenes tal ks. CObvi ously,

M. Chairman, |'mnot suggesting that you are

aware of these because you said you are not.
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But it's a very troubling report to read that

this is happening behind the scenes.

Yesterday we did have a little bit of a
di scussion as to whether or not perhaps soneone
fromthe Governor's office could cone in to
testify or the Governor hinself, if he w shes,
to cone testify. |s there any novenent there?
Do you expect before we vote on these maps that
the Governor's office is going to cone in and
say publically what they're apparently saying
behind the scenes as far as what they want to
acconplish with this map, what their suggestions
are?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Let ne start with the | ast
one, with the |ast one first, Senator. The nmaps
and the final product, they are a | egislative
process, and we will take that up in the course
of the legislative process via a bill. So that
process wll play itself out as we continue to
have this Commttee hearing and the other
Comm ttee hearings where we take this bill up
and then send it to the Governor for his
ratification or his suggested changes, be it his

constitutional authority as our chief executive.
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W will follow that through that process.
" munaware of any efforts of the
Governor to come before this Commttee. | have
not heard about that either.
But let nme also say this, Senator.
Again, | appreciate the active request to have

our side of the aisle produce a map. And we are
certainly working towards that after having
input fromall stakehol ders across the state of
I11inois.

We have certainly asked for input from
our friends on the side of the aisle to
participate in this process. But every tinme we
have asked for that participation, we have not
recei ved cooperation or participation that we've
asked for. Please help us. Please participate.
Join in this process. W have all known that
the veto session was comng since the end of the
spring |l egislative session, so please
participate in that process with us. And we
wel come your comments.

But as any other piece of |egislation,
because you are in the super mnority doesn't

mean you don't introduce bills because |'ve seen
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bills be introduced by nenbers on the other side

of the aisle throughout the summer and as | ate
as -- as recently as last week. So any piece of
| egislation that our friends on the other side
of the aisle wish to introduce, they can do that
at any tine.

SENATOR McCLURE: Well, | appreciate that,
M. Chairman. But | think in all fairness, for
us to be able to have a real dialog and, nore
i nportantly than us, quite frankly, the public
to have a real dialog, they need to see the map
and they need to have it with enough tine to
give their critique and analyze it. And I think
that's only fair.

And, you know, if given enough tine, |
thi nk the public can have an effective
communi cation with the nenbers of this
Comm tt ee.

So | guess in that vein as far as
participation and openness and trying to get a
conversati on here goi ng between the Denocrats
and Republicans and our constituents across the
state and the nenbers of this Committee, when

are we going to see the map for the fol ks that
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have been asking for one wth enough tinme to

anal yze it?

Do we have any -- | know we've asked

this at every Commttee hearing. But we have
yet to get an answer as to when we're going to
actually see the map in the Commttee.
understand that we're going to vote on the map,
we suspect, during veto session.

But when are we going to see the map in
this Conmttee and how nmuch tine are nenbers of
the public going to have to | ook at these maps
before we vote and, nore inportantly, with
enough tine to do Conmttee hearings so they can
conmment, they can present their rebuttal to the
map or whatever critiques they want to -- or
maybe sone of themare going to see the map
M. Chairman, and say these are wonderful nmaps
and -- but where are they going to have the
chance to do that, M. Chairnan?

VICE-CHAIR SIMs: Excuse ne, Senator, again,
| would say to you and all of ny friends on the
ot her side of the aisle, you or anyone can
produce a map and the portal is still open and

we -- the veto session has been schedul ed since
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May. We've got just about two weeks before the

end of the veto session.

So if you want to produce a map that
i ndi vidual s can have tinme to | ook at and
eval uate, we welconme that. W' ve also said we
woul d accept maps in any platformthat anyone
wants to produce themin and submt them

So, please, if you have a proposal, we
are willing to see it. That's what this process
is all about, us taking input, collecting data
so that we can produce nmaps and produce a
product that the state of Illinois -- that the
residents across the state of Illinois have been
calling for. So that's what we're trying to do,
and we're asking for your assistance and
participation as we do that.

SENATOR McCLURE: M. Chairman, so we can
produce a map. But at the previous hearings,
the testinony from-- | shouldn't say testinony.
The statenents fromyou and Chai rman Aqui no are
that you don't know who is going to produce this
map.

So when you say "we," who are you

referring to?
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VICE-CHAIR SIMS: The "we" I'mreferring to,
Senator, is the General Assenbly. | happen to
t hi nk about us as a -- as a collective. | don't

t hi nk about us as Denocrats and Republicans. |

t hi nk about us as a collective. So as a Senate,

we will produce a map. The General Assenbly
will pass a map. So I'mincluding all of us in
that "we."

SENATOR McCLURE: So when a person submts
the map since -- so, | nean, are you saying that
the Senators are going to get into a room
together and it's just the Senators and we're
going to draw a map together? |Is that what
you' re suggesti ng?

VICE-CHAIR SIMs: What |'m suggesting is that
if there are maps that our friends on the other
side of the aisle or anyone or suggestions that
anyone has in this process, please submt them
so that they can be taken into consideration so
t hat when the bill cones before the Genera
Assenbly in the normal course, that all of those
i deas and perspectives can be consi dered.

SENATOR MCLURE: | will say, M. Chairnman,

nunber one, | also consider us a "we" as far as

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

Meeting 10/ 14/2021

Page 29
the CGeneral Assenbly.

So | guess when is our first neeting to
go into that roomtogether to draw the nap
t oget her?

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, when you -- when
nmy friends on the other side of the aisle step
up and produce a map that's not just for
litigation purposes, but it is for the policy
devel opments we're trying to nake, that's when
we Wil start being that "we."

But we continue to ask for a
participation fromny friends on the side of the
ai sle, but we have not gotten that. Pl ease
participate. W would Iove to have those -- we
woul d | ove to have your input, we would |ove to
have your perspective, but to date we've not
received it.

SENATOR McCLURE: And, unfortunately, the
sane is true fromyour side of the aisle,

M. Chairman, we have yet to see any maps that
you have produced.

And so -- and | know you're capabl e of
produci ng these maps very quickly. W saw that

after the census data was rel eased. I n
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i ghtening speed tine, we saw the maps that you

guys -- soneone produced, |I'mnot sure who, |
can't say you, because as the testinony was
previously from Chai rman Aqui no, he wasn't even
sure who drew those maps.

So we've already been through this
process and you gquys, M. Chairman, your side of
t he ai sl e does not want to produce any map for
the public to view and for us to have a
reasonabl e di scussi on about.

And, listen, | guess here is another
guestion for you as well, M. Chairmn, because
there is discussion in the nedia about our --

t he nenbers of our federal del egation com ng
before sonme folks to tal k about what they want
to see out of the map. Are we going to have any
testinmony fromany of our nmenbers of the -- of
Congress that represent our state that are going
to cone before this Coommttee and publicly say
what they would like for the maps? And have any
of themsubmtted a map through the portal up to
this point?

VICE-CHAIR SIM5:  Senator McClure, I'm

unaware of any of those discussions. | have not
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seen any map fromthe nenbers of the

Congr essi onal del egations either. Al | have
seen is response fromsone of the Republican
nmenbers of the del egation, which, again, if we
are going to have a discussi on about what the
i nput -- what the maps ook like for its
entirety, we can't do this as Denocrats or
Republ i cans, we have to do this as Illinoisans.

So that's why |'m asking and we've
continued to ask for our friends on the other
side of the aisle to participate in this
process.

SENATOR McCLURE: And, M. Chairnman, nunber
one, | agree. W are one state, we are one
Senate, we are one House, you know, we need to
wor k t oget her .

But | think the issues here, the
behi nd-t he-scenes dealings and the fact that no
W t ness has shown up to testify based upon,
let's face it, Commttee hearings where they
hear that we don't know who the sponsor of the
bill is going to be, that the sponsor is not
going to be here to testify, we're not going to

see a map with a reasonabl e anmount of tine for
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themto reviewit.

Many of them were around this | ast
go-around and felt that they were totally
i gnored, which they were, during the process. |
think this highlights the fact, M. Chairman,
that we, we, as in all of us that are in public
of fice, should not be the ones drawi ng this nmap.
This map should not be drawn by politicians.
And these communities that need to be
represented need to have a voice and need to
have a reasonable tine to review the map from
your side of the aisle.

Because, let's face it, we can play
t hese ganes and pretend |ike there's -- you
know, you guys are going to draw the map. W
know it, you know it, everybody knows it. Every
person that's testifying that is watching this
Zoom right now, every neeting nenber, every
menber of the public, every nenber, you yourself
i ncl uded, we all know you're going to draw the
maps. Qur side is not going to have any say in
t hat what soever.

Let's just cut the ganes. W shouldn't

be drawi ng these maps. Politicians should not
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be draw ng these maps.
| hope, | really truly hope that we can
have the sponsor of the bill cone before the

Commttee, we can have a map with at | east two
weeks, these -- | shouldn't say nap because
there are multiple maps, with the judicial
districts. W can have these maps with at | east
two weeks of tinme for these people that have
wor ked so hard to prepare for these hearings to
review and to testify. And we can work together
to get this done in a bipartisan fashion.

And then after that, | hope we can al
pass a bill that bans politicians from draw ng
t hese maps and allows for an i ndependent
commission to do this so that they can do it
ri ght and not di senfranchi se people that need to
be represented fairly in the state.

So, M. Chairman, | would just --
pl ease, |'m asking for you to be on side of the
public, be on the side of good governnent and
show us these maps wth enough tinme for our
constituents to review themand be willing to
sincerely work with us to craft a map that would

be good for our entire state and woul d show t he
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concerns that have been denonstrated thus far

wi th these people that have testified in these
heari ngs. Thank you, M. Chairman.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you, Senator. And,
Senator, | appreciate that.

But |'ve never stopped being on the
side of the public. [|'ve always been in favor
of nmy constituents and working on their behalf
and not just the people that | have the honor of
representing through the 17th District, but al
the nore than 12 mllion people in the state of
I11inois.

But in order for us to have that
cooperative bipartisanship that you called for,
it requires for you to participate in the
process. And | would hope that ny friends on
the other side of the aisle would take our
sincere asks that you participate and provide
your input to us so that we can have that true
bi parti san participati on which we have not yet
received. Thank you, Senator.

Next up | see Senator Tracy with her
hand up. Senator Tracy.

SENATOR TRACY: Thank you, Chairman Sins.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

Meeting 10/ 14/2021

Page 35
You know, first of all, based on your | ast

comment, | just wanted to say we have given nuch
i nput fromthe Republicans in both the House and
t he Senate because we favor fair and

i ndependently drawn maps. And that is very nuch
the input fromthe public and us. As Senator
McCl ure stated, we do not favor politicians
drawi ng t he maps.

And it troubled ne greatly when we were
drawing the state legislative maps, it was known
by all that in the Stratton building, the
Denocratic nmenbers of the house, were | ooking at
the district nmaps before they were drawn, |
nmean, as they were -- before they were voted on.
And we were not given an opportunity before we
voted on the second map in August to have a
Comm ttee hearing on these maps.

And so | woul d ask that once the maps
are drawn by whoever draws them that we have a
public Comrittee hearing before the map is voted
on by the | egislature.

Now, goi ng back to the other question
t hat was brought forth about the Crain's article

by Geg H nz and you not having any know edge of
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it, would you be able to request of your staff

or other nenbers as to whether or not that is
true and give us that information before our
next Commttee hearing?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, again, |'m going
to give you sane answer that | gave to the
former speaker. | have not read the article. |
know M. Hinz to be a very capable reporter, but
| have not read the article so | can't comment.

What | can say to you is | have not
been in any of those discussion, so |I'm unaware
t hat any of them have happened.

Let ne also say that, again, | don't
want to revisit nor relitigate the spring
| egi sl ati ve maps because we're here tal king
about the Congressional and sub-circuit maps.

The comments about what happened in the
House, |I'mnot a nmenber of the House. Even
t hough | have previously served in the House,
"' mnot a nenber of the House, nor can | speak
to their processes. | can speak to our
processes.

And our processes have been to have

multiple hearings in nmultiple locations to
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provide -- to allow for input fromnultiple

groups and organi zations receiving maps from
different platforms, having a portal that has
been avail able fromthe very begi nning

t hroughout this process.

W have asked for input. W have asked
for perspectives. W've asked for participation
in that. But we have not yet received that from
our friends on the other side of the aisle. W
continue to ask for that participation and
assi stance. And that's what we want and that's
what we need to conplete this process. But if
you're not, then just say you're not going to
partici pate.

But the other statement is this is the
process we have. The process is our
constitutional responsibility is clearly
delineated in our state's constitution. That's
the process we have.

Now, we can continue to have that
di scussion and I'"'mw lling to have that
di scussion with you. But we are follow ng
t hrough as the authority that we have been

granted through the Illinois Constitution, the
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responsibilities that we are required through

the Illinois Constitution to neet those
responsibilities. That's what we're doing and
that's what we're trying to ask our friends on

the other side of the aisle to participate in.

Senator Plunmer -- Senator Tracy, |'m
sorry, | apol ogi ze.
SENATOR TRACY: | was going to say once a nap

is presented and shown to be voted on, wll we
have a public Conmttee hearing on that map
prior to the |egislative votes?

VICE-CHAIR SI M5:  Senator, as | nentioned
again to Senator McClure, it's a legislative --

a piece of legislation in the due course in any

other legislative -- simlar to any other
| egi sl ative neasure and we will follow that
process.

So yes. So ny short answer is, yes,
there will be a Coommttee hearing to have those
di scussi ons.

SENATOR TRACY: Thank you.
VI CE-CHAIR SI MS:  Senator Pl ummer?
SENATOR PLUMVER:  Thank you, Chairman Sins.

So | think I just heard you commit to
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another Commttee hearing after the map is
unveiled. D d | hear you correctly?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: | believe that there wll

be another Commttee hearing follow ng the
presentation of the map to take that up.

SENATOR PLUMMER:  And | only ask that because
the statenent was nmade earlier that -- | believe
t hat Senat or McC ure asked about the sponsor of
t he map, no one seens to know who the sponsor of

the map is going to be so on and so forth. And

| think the response is, well, the opportunity
will present itself when there is a Conmttee
heari ng.

But in August there was no fina
Committee hearing after that nmap was unveil ed.
So there really wasn't an opportunity for the
state legislative map sponsor to appear before
the Commttee. So I'mglad to hear that there
will be a Commttee hearing after the maps are
unvei |l ed.

Taking a step further to neeting the
demands of the people of the state of IIllinois,
how nuch tinme can you guaranty us between that

Comm ttee hearing and a final vote in the
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Ceneral Assenbly on the map?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, | would say to you
that we know the fall veto session schedul e when
the fall veto session is schedul ed to adjourn.
The maps will be taken up during that tine.

What | woul d suggest is that my friends
on the other side of the aisle participate in
t hat process and ask that you do that in a
tinmely fashion. The portal is open. And not
just ny friends on the other side of the aisle,
but anyone who is seeking to participate and
draw a map that they would do so and we wi ||
accept the map in any platformthat's avail abl e.
So participate and submt those -- submt that
to us so that we can have your i nput.

SENATOR PLUMMER.  So is there a
requirenment -- Chairman Sins, is there a
requi rement that the vote takes place on veto
session or could we have a session after veto
session to ensure that the public -- the
public's demand for at |east two weeks' notice
be net?

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Senator, | would say this

to you. W have a schedul e that has been
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outlined, that's been out there since May. W

have a -- we have petitions that are going to
start to be circulated in January. So we have
to conplete this process so that we -- so that
i ndi vi dual s understand and know what - -

i ndi vidual s when they are signing petitions or
when they are participating in that process,
that they know who their -- where they Ilive.

So that's why we have this -- we have a
schedul e that's been clearly -- that's been
established since May. That's the plan to do
t hat .

Again, if you are -- if you submt or
anyone were to submt a nmap before -- by
tonorrow, then we've got just about 14 days to
see that perspective. So if you have a map,
pl ease produce it and participate.

SENATOR PLUMVER:  Nobody is asking for 14
days to comment after they see random
subm ssions through a portal. They're wanting
at |least 14 days on the final map that's going
to be on voted on in the General Assenbly.

For the sake of tinme, I'mgoing to

assune you're going to not answer that question
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because it's been asked of you and Chairnman

Aqui no nunmerous tines. So we can nove on beyond
t hat .

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator Plumer, |'ve said
this to you before. You mght not |ike ny
answer, but | answered it.

SENATOR PLUMMER:  |'mgoing to foll ow up.

No, you tal ked, but you didn't answer it.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  You mght not like it and
t hat' s okay.

SENATOR PLUMVER: But 1'll go ahead and ask a
different question. |'Il ask a different
guesti on.

VICE-CHAIR SIMs: That's fine. Please do
t hat .

SENATOR PLUMVER:  You seem very concer ned
about this time franme where people need to know
where they're living so they can pass petitions
and all this and that is very inportant. W
want everyone that wants to be engaged in the
political process, we want everyone that nmaybe
wants to run for office or whatever to have an
equal opportunity there.

And it's very curious to a | ot of
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people in the state of Illinois that there are

Denocrat candi dates that have announced

canpai gns for Congressional seats, they're

rai sing noney for races for specific

Congr essi onal seats but, yet, there supposedly
isn't a map out there. So | want to highlight
that, that situation, because it's alittle bit
uni que here.

But what you said was that you're going
to take all this data and we're going to work
towards a nmap and get a nmap done and we want the
Republ i cans and the Denocrats to be one in the
sane and that's all good. But the fact of the
matter is, as Senator Tracy just nentioned, the
Republ i cans have just introduced |egislation for
an i ndependent nonpartisan conmm ssion to draw
the map. Republicans don't think politicians
shoul d be draw ng the naps.

So when this "we" gets together in this
roomto draw the map, there won't be any
Republicans there. It will be just Denocrats.

Can you tell us which nenbers -- you
said nenbers of the Senate. So which nmenbers of

your party in the Senate will be involved in
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drawi ng the nmap because there won't be any

Republ i cans?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Wl |, the perspective of
the Republicans isn't presented because the
Republ i cans haven't parti ci pated.

And | et nme say this to you, Senator.
You know, you may not |ike ny answers, but ny
answers are ny answers. You continue to ask the
sane questions over and over again, know ng --
even though you know that the -- what ny answers
are going to be and what Chairman Aqui no's
answers are going to be.

Again, | don't understand or know what
the -- what your ultimate gane plan is, but |
can tell you what our perspective is. Qur gane
pl an and our perspective is, we have been very
cl ear about what we are trying to acconplish.
W are trying to acconplish a nmap that reflects
the diversity of this state. W are trying to
have a process that is transparent, which we
have had. W' ve had hearings in nultiple
| ocations at various tinmes to acconplish the
goal of having input from everyone.

We've had a portal that has been
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avail able fromthe very beginning. W've had --

and when asked for the subm ssion of maps from
t he very begi nning via whatever nmapping platform
sonmeone W shes to submt them on.

Again, if you want to have a say, you
can't stand on the sidelines, screamthat |I'm
not participating, and not participate and then
bl ame our side of the aisle for not allow ng you
to participate when you haven't and won't
partici pate.

SENATOR PLUMVER:  Chairman Sins, we need to
dig alittle deeper here. So | have be at
literally every Commttee hearing. | have asked
dozens of questions. |'ve been in dozens of
Commi ttee hearings since the spring throughout
the entirety of this process. The sane is true
for nunmerous other nenbers of ny party.

So if we're engaged in the process, if
we' re asking questions of the witnesses if we're
aski ng questions of you, if we're at every
Comm ttee hearing, howis it precisely that
we're not participating?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Were is your proposal on
what the map should I ook |ike? And I know what
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your response is going to be, you don't think we

shoul d be drawing the maps. Ckay. But there
are tines where our -- ny friends on the other
side of the aisle have drawn maps. So let's not
play this gane that you don't want to nor w sh
to draw maps or wish to participate by draw ng
maps because you shoul dn't draw maps because
there certainly are tines where ny friends on
the other side of the aisle have drawn maps.

So let's not play the gane. Let's be
open and honest with the public. |If there is
anot her strategy, lay that out there. But what
|'"'msaying to you, that's not our strategy.

Qur strategy is to pass a nap that
reflects the diversity of our state which cones
after discussions with numerous groups across
the state of Illinois in various |locations to
allow for input fromthe public.

Yes, you have been at these neetings
and you' ve participated and you've nentioned in
the previous neetings you' ve taken copi ous notes
about these neetings, about the perspective of
i ndi vidual s who have testified. Where is

that -- where is that data being shown? Were
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Is that data reflected? How does the map that

we are going to propose for debate in the
Il1inois Senate, how does that reflect the notes
t hat you have? Because you haven't shared that
with us. And that's all I'm asking for.

Al'l | amasking for, all Chair Aquino
has asked for neeting after neeting after
neeting -- that's why he goes through the |i st
of the websites that are available, that's why
we go through and tell the enmail address that's
avai l abl e, so that individuals, not just on your
side of the aisle, but anyone can have the
i nformation that would allow themto know how
they can participate in this process.

If you take the information and hold
onto it and don't share it with us, you m ght as
wel | have not taken the note in the first place.

SENATOR PLUMVER: Wl |, | appreciate you
acknow edgi ng the Republicans don't think
politicians should be drawi ng the map. And |
al so appreciate you trying to put words in ny
nmout h, but that wasn't going to be ny response.

My response to your answer woul d have

been if our participation doesn't exist
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according to you because we haven't submtted

t he map, even though we've been engaged in all
of these hearings, are you also then saying that
now t hat the NAACP, the League of Wnen Voters,
Common Cause and all of the other litany of
organi zations that have testified al so haven't
participated if they have not submtted a map
t hrough the portal ?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Absolutely not. |'m saying
that --

SENATOR PLUMMER: So how have we not
parti ci pat ed.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Can | finish ny statenent?

You are saying that your perspective

has not been shown. W are saying that the nmap
iIs like any other piece of legislation. So you
can submt an anendnent at any tine, just |ike
any other piece of |egislation, but you have not
chosen to do that.

SENATOR PLUMVER: What am | submtting an

anendment to?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  If you will let nme finish,.
| f you submit a piece -- if you submt a bil
to -- at any other tine, you can submt an
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anendnent, you can submt -- you can submt

change, you can submt reconmmendati ons.

But if you don't, then you can't say,
wel |, ny perspective wasn't taken into
consi der ati on.

Submt the nmap as you would like to see
it. Submt the map as you think is --
adequately reflects what the state boundaries
shoul d | ook |ike. But you have not yet done
that, even though despite our repeated requests
that you do so.

SENATOR PLUMMER: We're participating in the
process that you designed. You had every
opportunity to go down the path. You elected --
your party elected not to go down the bipartisan
path of a nonpartisan i ndependent conm ssion to
draw the maps. And so you reject the bipartisan
solution. You cone up with your solution, which
Is a partisan, nontransparent solution. And
then you're telling ne to submt and we'll cal
it an anmendnent to the |egislation but we don't
even know what the legislation is. W don't
even know who the sponsor of the legislation is.

You' re asking us to comment on
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sonet hing that doesn't exist. Just like you're

asking all these witnesses to share their

t hought s and coments on sonething that doesn't
exist. And all everyone is saying is, Chairnan,
pl ease, once this piece of |egislation exists,
and it's submtted for a vote to the Genera
Assenbly so we can all see it, that's the proper
time for people to submt anendnents. That's
the proper tinme for people to share their

comment. And everyone has said | would Iike two

weeks, I'd like two weeks, | would Iike four
weeks, | would |like 45 days, | would like 60 to
90 days.

You won't give everyone a tine frane
for when the legislation that you' re draw ng
t hrough your process will be submtted. And
you're not promsing atine frame for the public
comment on it.

So we can keep having this circular
conversation. But the fact of the matter is
this is a rigged system of your design and
trying to sonehow say that we're not engaged or
t he League of Wonen Voters isn't engaged or the

NAACP isn't engaged or MALDEF isn't engaged or
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Common Cause isn't engaged is ludicrous. |It's
offensive. | can't believe that's the l[ine of

reasoning that you're going to throw out there.
Movi ng on --

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Senator Plummer, | cannot
et you -- | cannot allow to you put words in ny
nmout h eit her.

SENATOR PLUMMVER:  Ckay.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: | certainly did not say
that any of those groups were not participating,
so please don't put words in ny nouth.

VWhat | did say was that nmy friends on
the other side of the aisle have the opportunity
to participate and show t he perspective that
t hey have by participating and sendi ng the nmap.
That's nunber one.

Nunber two, what | also said was we are
followi ng the Constitution -- you talk about a
ri gged systemand | have nentioned in
previous -- ny previous conments, this is the
system that we have as outlined by our state's
Constitution. So if you don't -- if you do not
have a copy of it, Senator, |I wll certainly

make sure you get one.
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But the policy -- what we are follow ng

and what we are going through is the power as
outlined and delineated in our state's -- as our
state's Constitution. So the systemis what --
it's what we have. |It's the responsibilities
that we have as a legislature to foll ow

So, no, those are not the words that |
said and | don't appreciate you trying to nake
it out to have nme have said sonmething that | did
not say.

SENATOR PLUMVER: Wel |, you said a hundred
times that the Republicans haven't partici pated
because we haven't submtted a map. And | just
wanted to highlight that numerous w tnesses have
not submtted a map; therefore, | figured what's
good for one is good for the other. So if
you' re now acknow edgi ng that we have done our
best to be engaged in the process, | appreciate
it.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: No, that's not what |I'm
sayi ng either.

SENATOR PLUMVER: Wl |, okay. But our point
is, our nessage is politicians shouldn't draw

the map. Qur nessage is the w tnesses should
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have tinme to review the maps before the vote.

Qur nessage is this needs to be an open and
transparent process. Those all seemto be
probl emati c.

But since we're following this very
strict process that is apparently outlined and
del i neated by the Constitution of the state of
II'linois, where in the Constitution of the state
of Illinois does it say that we have to vote on
t hese Congressional maps during a fall veto
sessi on?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: The process is as outlined
in the Constitution. The authority to adopt
these maps is as outlined in the powers of the
| egi sl at ure.

Senator, the schedule for the fall veto
sessi on has been avail abl e since the end of the
spring legislative session. It's not like this
Is a surprise. |It's not |Iike anyone didn't know
that the fall veto session was going to happen
in these next two weeks of October. So it is
not a surprise, Senator.

SENATOR PLUMMVER: (Ckay. So pivoting back to

this Crain's article that has cone up in a | ot
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of different nedia outlets, it's been nentioned

now in Committee nunerous tines. | can just say
if I was the chairman or vice-chairman of a
commttee and a long-tine reporter wote a very
i nportant piece on the work we were doing and it
had been brought up several tinmes, | probably
woul d have taken the tinme to go read the
article. | hear you say that you have not read
the article, that you guys are not aware of this
article.

So I'l'l take the tine here real quick
to read that article so that we can all be on
t he sane page and then | have a couple
guesti ons.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Senator, wait. Let ne do
this. Let nme stipulate to you that | can read
the article for nyself and | think the other
menbers of the Commttee can read the article
for thenselves. | don't think you need to read
the article to nenbers of the Commttee. W are
| earned individuals. W can certainly read.

So the article is out there. | told
you, |'ve stipulated that | have not seen the

article. But | can certainly read it for
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myself. | don't need you to -- if there are

specific highlights that you would |ike to make,
pl ease do them But we don't need you to read
the entirety of the article to us.

Senator, there were a ot of runors
t hat have gone on including there was a runor
back in the spring that there was a
Congressional map that ended up being drafted
and drawn by Dave Wasserman. So there are
runors all the tine.

So I'"'mnot going to deal in the runors
because, again, | was not in the room |'m
telling you, I was not in the room Chair
Aquino told you he was not in the room

So you' ve made your point. You have
made it. The previous speaker has nmade it. So
unl ess you have sonething specific or sonething
new, | would suggest we just nove on.

SENATOR PLUMVER: Wl |, | do have sone
specific things. But, you know, | just want to
hi ghlight, runors are runors and they're ranpant
in our business. | understand that. This isn't
arunor. This is an article witten by a

| ong-tinme, well-regarded journalist who
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obviously takes a | ot of personal, professional

ri sks by publishing sonething |like this.

Sol think it's safe to say that we can
all assune this well-regarded journalist feels
that this is a well-sourced article. But |
appreciate you comritting to reading the article
maybe before tonorrow.

My question would be, since this
article is very specific in saying that, "Wuat's
known for sure is that three-person panels
conpri sed of aides to House Speaker Enmanuel
Chris Wl ch, Senate President Don Harnon, and
Governor J.B. Pritzker have been neeting
separately in recent days with every Denocratic
menber . "

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, if | mght, that
sane | anguage was outlined by Senator M ure,
so that |anguage is already in the record.

So, again, if you want to nake a
specific point related to that |anguage, please
do so. But we don't need you to re-read the
| anguage. It's already in the record.

SENATOR PLUMMER: Sure. So will you commt

to the menbers of this Commttee as Chairman of
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the Conmmttee and to the public and to the

W t nesses that you will comrmuni cate before our
hearing tonorrow with Senate President Don

Har nron, with Speaker Wl ch, and with Governor
Pritzker and/or their respective staffs and get
an on-the-record response to this article either
confirmng that these neetings are taking place
or correct the record that they have not taken
pl ace?

Can you do that before the hearing
t onor r ow?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  VWhat | will commt to is
this, Senator. | wll commt to continuing to
participate in an open process that follows the
process that we've laid out, which is asked for
participation from nenbers of the public,
nmenbers of the comrmunity, comrunities of
interests, and nmy friends on the other side of
the aisle. | commt to that.

Now, that has been ny goal, that has
been our goal on our side of the aisle since the
very beginning of this process.

Again, I'mnot going to get into

runors. |'mnot going to take the tine of this
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Commttee or the public for -- to engage in a

di scussion of that article. If that -- if
nmenbers wants to engage in that and read that
article, they can do that on their own tine.
But what | woul d suggest is that we
take and spend our tinme, a nore useful use of
our tinme to hear from-- hear fromconmmunities
of interest and hear fromour friends on the
ot her side of the aisle.
So | would ask a question back to you,

Senator. If a draft map is released, wll we
t hen see a Republicans response to that nap?

SENATOR PLUMVER: Are you asking ne
guesti ons?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Yes, |'m asking you that
guestion. Wuld you conmit to that?

SENATOR PLUMVER: When you rel ease your draft
map, | assure you we will be commenting on it.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Not just comenting, wll
you rel ease a draft map that reflects how you
woul d have drawn those |ines?

SENATOR PLUMMER: | woul d not have drawn the
| i nes because | do not believe politicians

shoul d be drawi ng the |ines.
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VICE-CHAIR SIMS: That was not the question |

asked, Senator. | asked you, when a draft is
map put out there, will your side of the aisle
then be putting a map together that reflects
your perspective on that -- on that map? WII

you be submtting your own map?

SENATOR PLUMMER: | will be providing ny -- |
wll be providing ny comments on that map. |
will not be providing a map because | am a

politician and | don't believe politicians
shoul d be drawi ng a map.

However, | appreciate you acknow edgi ng
that | amtaking very copious notes throughout
all these hearings and I will be making sure
that the map that is drafted and presented
mat ches the needs and desires and wants of the
W t nesses that have testified before this
Conm ttee, of course.

And | think that that's what we should
all should be doing, is we should be making sure
that any map that is presented neets the needs
and wants of the wi tnesses and the people of the
state of Illinois.

My concern is, Chairman, nuch |ike
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happened in the spring is that a map wll be
presented, there will be no tine for the public
to reviewit, there wll be no tine for the
public to comment on it, and the map wll be

jamred through the General Assenbly at 3:00 in
the norning. And that's what everyone wants to
make sure doesn't happen, Chairman.

So while | appreciate your concerns for
the super mnority, we have been very clear we
don't think the politicians should be draw ng
t he map.

Can the Republicans and Denocrats | ust
unite here and say that, regardless of who draws
the map, that the map that's going to be voted
on in the CGeneral Assenbly, Republicans and
Denocrats agree will be given at |east two
weeks' public notice and two weeks' tinme for the
public to comment and review before we vote? It
should be the public's map. It shouldn't be the
politicians' nap.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: And | appreciate you
acknow edgi ng that your response and your
participation will be -- wll just be comments;

it won't be active participation. It won't
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be -- it won't be actually participating and

showi ng how you woul d have done it differently.
That's --

SENATOR PLUMMER:  You don't think this is
active participation?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  No, | don't. If you
want -- if | don't have specifics on what
your -- what -- how you woul d have done a
proposal differently, no. A back-and-forth
debat e about bringing in runors froma story and
bringing in things that happened at another
ti me, no.

W are dealing with where we are right

now. W are dealing with and trying to get to a
proposal that can be taken up by the Illinois
Senate, by the Illinois House, which is
consi stent with our constitutional
responsibility in this area, then sent to the
governor for his action.

SENATOR PLUMVER: | want to --

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, |let ne finish.

SENATOR PLUMMER: Sure, go ahead.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: To ne, in order to say you

-- to say you are not going to -- you won't
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participate in the process is -- you know, how

can you nmake comments on a map if you don't
think we should draw themin the first place?
To nme that is circular logic. So you're saying
| don't think we should be drawing a map but |
al so shouldn't be comenting on a map, but |'ve
participated in all of the hearings. Mke the
partici pation be nmeaningful. That's the goal,
Senator. And that's what we continue to ask for
on the other side of the aisle.

SENATOR PLUMVER:  Again, there you go again.
If I"mnot drawing a map, ny participation isn't
nmeani ngful , according to you. And, therefore,
is it safe to say that any witness that hasn't
drawn a map, their participation isn't
meani ngful or is that just a Republican?

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Senator, |'m asking for
participation fromyour side of the aisle. W
can continue to do this dance all day. But,
frankly, | think that, again, a better use of
this Commttee's tine is to have responses to a
proposal and have proposals submtted that can
then be -- that can be taken up as part of this

process. W' ve not seen that from you.
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But I'mwilling -- | wll state again.
W are willing to see them W would |ove to

see them You or any other nenber of the public
or your side of the aisle or any nenber of the
public can participate in this process by
submtting a map via the portal or any other
mappi ng -- any ot her mappi ng software avail abl e,
submt that via email, however, you would |ike
to do that, Senator. W are sinply asking for
your participation.
Now, again, | can't speak to your

notivation and | can't speak to any notivation.
| don't want to get into that. But what | wll
get intois let's produce a product that
reflects the diversity of our state, that's been
done in a transparent way. W' ve had these
hearings. Al we ask is that you participate in
t hem

SENATOR PLUMVER: Consi dering the only people
t hat have commented or asked questions during
this hearing is Senator Tracy and Senat or
McCl ure and nysel f, no Denocrat senators have
said anything other than you in response, no

W t nesses have presented, literally the only
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group of people that have participated in this

hearing are three Republican nenbers of the
Il'linois state Senate.

So | think the Republicans are nore
t han engaged in this process. There is a
phi | osophi cal difference between who shoul d be
drawi ng the map. And we believe that an
i ndependent nonparti san conm ssion rmade up of
I1linoisans should draw a map. W don't think
that a handful of elected officials and their
staff behind cl osed doors should be drawi ng a
map.

That's just a phil osophical difference.
W think that there should be tine for coment
and review of a map after final introduction
before a vote. These are all just differences.

So | don't think we're going to agree
here on many things, Chairman Sins.

So I"'mjust going to end ny tine here
circling back to the conplete lack of curiosity
t hat you and Chairman Aqui no have di spl ayed
regarding this multi-source article on the
Governor, the Senate President, the Speaker of

t he House, their respective staff neeting to get
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input to draw a map. You call it runor. 1'd

call it news. It doesn't matter. |It's been
published. It's being tal ked about in a | ot of
circles in the state. | would think as chairmn
of the Commttee, you would be curious to know
if this Commttee's authority and the process
this Commttee is trying to followis being
usurped by these potential renegade groups out
t here.
So ny request to you -- |I'mnot even

asking for an answer. M/ request to you is
bef ore our hearing tonorrow, engage the Senate
Presi dent Don Harnon and/or his staff, engage
w th Speaker of the House Welch and/or his
staff, and engage with Governor Pritzker and/or
his staff to confirmthat these neetings have,
in fact, taken place or to have themcorrect the
record and |l et us know that, no, to their
know edge, these neetings have not taken place.
| would just like to know that as a nenber of
the Conmttee. Thank you, Chairman Sins.

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Thank you, Senator. And
l et me respond to a couple of things.

One, the difference of perspective, we
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have engaged in a nore transparent process than

has ever happened in the state. W've gone

t hroughout the state, held hearings at nmultiple
times in nmultiple locations. W've held

nunmer ous hearings. W nade the portal avail able
since the very beginning of this process. W've
had the email|l avail abl e since the begi nning of
this process.

So to say that we do not support
transparency is a fal sehood. The fact is that
we have conmtted to a transparent process and
we have conmtted and denonstrated by the
enacted maps, we're conmmtted to pass the nmaps
that reflect the great diversity of our state
that was done in a transparent manner. And it
is to make sure that we reflect the work and the
perspective of communities around the state.

Now, again, while | appreciate the
perspective of ny friends on the other side of
the aisle not -- I'mold enough to be told not
to know how to feel, so | don't need to be told
how to feel.

So while | appreciate the concern, it

Is not one that's necessarily warranted or
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needed to tell us howto feel. W are -- we

have told our friends on the other side of the
aisle, neither | or Chairman Aqui no have

know edge of the report. And that's the answer
that we have. Again, you may not |ike ny
answer, but it is the answer. And it is an
honest one. So it is what it is. | appreciate
t hat .

Seei ng no further hands and seeing no
further business to cone before this Commttee
of the Senate Redistricting Commttee, the
Comm ttee stands adjourned. Thank you,

everyone.

(The proceedi ngs adj ourned at
1:17 p.m)
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REPCORTER CERTI FI CATE

I, CHERYL L. SANDECKI, a Certified
Short hand Reporter within and for the State of
Il'linois, do hereby certify that heretofore,
to-wit, on Cctober 14, 2021, that the testinony
given in the proceedi ngs before THE I LLINO S
SENATE REDI STRI CTI NG SUBCOW TTEE, was recorded
stenographically by nme and transcri bed by ne.

| further certify that the forgoing
transcri pt of said proceedings is a true,
correct, and conplete transcript of the
proceedi ngs held at the tine and pl ace.

| further certify that | amnot a
relati ve or enpl oyee or attorney or enployee of
such attorney or counsel, or financially
interested directly or indirectly in this
acti on.

I N TESTI MONY WHEREOF: certify to the

above facts thISW ?le\d‘(j(/il

CHERYL L. SANDECKI, CSR, RPR
LI CENSE NO. : 084-03710
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